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BEACONS OF HOPE 


Fire-ravaged Santa Rosa neighborhood lighting its way back to normal 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 
jsulek@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANTA ROSA » He started 
with 30 strands of Christ- 
mas lights, a Secret Santa 
trying to bring a little hol- 
iday cheer to the ashy re- 
mains of Coffey Park. He 
draped them on charred 
branches along Hopper Av- 
enue, on metal stop signs, 
melted trucks and black- 
ened fence posts. 

But to Ronnie Duvall, 
they barely cast a glow 
in this sprawling neigh- 
borhood where the Octo- 
ber firestorm wiped out 
1,300 homes. So the next 
night, he brought 30 more 
strands, then 60 more af- 
ter that, then a whole case. 
Over the past few days, 
word started spreading, 
and by Tuesday night, lo- 
cal businesses were donat- 
ing trees and battery-op- 


REGAINING THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT 


erated lights and dozens 
of residents were show- 
ing up with carloads of or- 
naments and tinsel and 
candy canes. 

“You can take out a 
neighborhood. You can re- 
move every item we own,” 
said Duvall, a Santa Rosa 
resident and Red Cross vol- 
unteer who lived on Hop- 
per Avenue years ago, “but 
you can’t steal our Christ- 
mas spirit. We’re not going 
to let it go.” 

For a community — 
and indeed a state — dev- 
astated over the past few 
months from Mendocino 
to San Diego by some of 
the worst wildfires in Cal- 
ifornia history, the unex- 
pected holiday spirit here 
is adding a bit of bright- 
ness to the overwhelming 
loss. 

Coffey Park used to be 
known around Santa Rosa 
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PHOTOS BY KARL MONDON — STAFF 


Travis Garrison hangs Christmas lights in his fire-ravaged Coffey Park neighborhood in Santa Rosa on Tuesday evening. 
Garrison’s family lost three homes in the deadly firestorm that swept through the tight-knit neighborhood two months ago. 


Colorful Christmas lights glow in the devastated Coffey 
Park neighborhood. 


“You can take out a neighborhood. 


You can remove every item we 
own, but you can’t steal our 


Christmas spirit. We’re not going 


to let it go.” 


— Ronnie Duvall, a Santa Rosa resident and Red Cross 
volunteer who lived on Hopper Avenue years ago 


‘WELCOME MAT’ IN LIVERMORE 


Father and son carve out 7-acre 
shout-out to the Rebel Alliance 


Family's field of Star Wars dreams 
aes 


By Denis Cuff 


dcuff@ bayareanewsgroup.com 


LIVERMORE » A father-and-son team are giv- 
ing Star Wars fans an artistic tribute so big 
it’s best seen by plane — unless you have an 
X-wing fighter handy for a quick flyby. 

In time for this week’s debut of the latest in- 
stallment in the Star Wars franchise, 11-year- 
old Will Mullen and his dad, Mark, painstak- 
ingly plowed a field by their rural Livermore 
home to create a Rebel Alliance insignia that 
stretches over seven acres of wild brush and 
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CONGRESSIONAL VOTES COMING 


GOP 
leaders 
strike 
tax deal 


Senate and House negotiators 
are still finalizing the details; 
Democrats shut out of process 


By Stephen Ohlemacher, Andrew Taylor 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Confident congressional Republi- 
cans forged an agreement Wednesday on a major 
overhaul of the nation’s tax laws that would pro- 
vide generous tax cuts for corpo- 

rations and the wealthiest Amer- INSIDE 
icans — Donald Trump among The Fed is 
them — and deliver the first ma- lifting its 

jor legislative accomplishment to short-term 
the GOP president. rate by a 

Middle- and low-income fam- modest 
ilies would get smaller tax cuts, quarter-point 
though Trump and GOP leaders from 1.25 
have billed the package as a huge percent to 
benefit for the middle class. The 1.5 percent. 
measure would scrap a major tax clo 
requirement of Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act, a step toward the ultimate 
GOP goal of unraveling the law. 

“The cynical voices that opposed tax cuts grow 
smaller and weaker, and the American people 
grow stronger,” Trump said at the White House. 
“This is for people of middle income, this is for 
companies that are going to create jobs. This is 
for very, very special people, the great people of 
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ADDRESSING CRISIS 


Mountain View. 
Google herald 
plan for housing 


Advocates say development proposal 
could serve as model for other cities 


By Louis Hansen 
lhansen@bayareanewsgroup.com 


MOUNTAIN VIEW » An ambitious new redevelop- 
ment plan in Mountain View is the stuff housing 
advocates dream about: turn an outdated office 
park and suburban neighborhood into a dense, 
city-like hub of nearly 10,000 homes amid vault- 
ing new office towers and apartments. 

After the Mountain View City Council early 
Wednesday unanimously passed a broad plan 
for remaking its North Bayshore community 
— home to overstuffed Google offices and lit- 
tle housing — advocates say they hope to carry 
the momentum to other housing-starved cities. 

In a region desperate for lower-priced mid- 
dle class housing, experts and advocates say the 


JANE TYSKA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Will Mullen, 11, bottom left, plows the edge of his Star Wars Rebel 


grass. The creation is 200 yards wide. 
Will calls it a welcome mat for Star Wars 


city’s plan could mark a departure from the polit- 
ical stagnation and NIMBY-ism that have stalled 
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